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b SERMON, Preach'd, and Pu- 
bliſh'd at their Requeſt, 1s moſt 


2 
humbly dedicated, by 


G. O. 


Acrs iv. Erg. latter Part. 


Grant unto thy Ser- 
vants, that with all Bold- 


neſs they may ſpeak thy 
Word. 


is a moſt malicious Ob- 
jection, which ſome pre- 
tended Patrons of Liberty 
have rais'd againſt theCler- 
gy, vis. That their Pro- 
on is a meer Trade, in Purſuance 
I which they are guilty of Prieſtcraft, 
dl abominable Impoſitions. 

Now however true the latter Part 
his Charge may be, and certainly is, 
ch reſpect to ſome groſs Corruptions, 
id Abuſes of Power, in the Romiſh 
durch; yet ſurely it is exceeding hard 
id unreaſonable, that the Clergy of the 
ch of England, who diſclaim and de- 
Wall ſuch crafry Impoſitions, ſhould 
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ſtill ſuffer in their Character, by | 
odious Imputation of them. But 
ſeems, nothing will pleaſe ſome Me 
but to repreſent the Profeſſion itſelf 
mean, or mechanical, or ſomethi 
worſe. Now did theſe Men make 
their Buſineſs to practiſe Religion, as 
is the Buſineſs of the Clergy to aſſe 
and defend it, they Yyould have no( 
caſion to vindicate the Dignity of th 
Imployment. For ſince they are dey 
ed to attend at Gop's holy. Altars, a 
are engaged in the Defence of Trut 
ſince they only endeavour to expou 
the Doctrines of Religion, and ſeriou 
inculcate them to the People; all ſol 
and rational Men will own, that t 
act an honourable Part, and are e 
ployed in Buſineſs of the greateſt I 
portance. 

Bu ir they are ſtill purſued with 
„ ap 69% N of r 
The Clergy get (ſay the y W 
they 3 * Phe 8 ſpeak 
their own Intereſt. If worldly In 
reſt was the ſole Principle of the Clerg 
they would certainly recommend the 
ſelves by Preaching more palatable 
ctrines. But what a ſtrange Princ! 
is this, that a Man is not to be bel 
ved till they ſee him ſtarved, andt 
no one is to be truſted in his own Pt! 
ſeſſion ! | N 
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Now if we apply this to the other 
ned Faculties, we may ſoon ſee the 

ly of it. For the Advice of Lawyers 
Phyſicians is not accounted ever the 

xe, or more unlikely to be true, be- 

wſe they are rewarded for it; and we 
give Credit to and truſt them in 

ir own Profeſſions, altho* they live 

n them. Why then may it not be 

zona ble for the Clergy to be rewarded 

their honeſt Labour, and as they 

ach the Goſpel, to live of the Goſ- f Cor. is. 
I? Or why ſhould that blaſt their 14. 
lit, or render their ſpiritual Advice 
wholſome, or their Perſons unworthy 
Regard? As long as they keep 
thin the Bounds of their own Pro- 
lon, and ſpeak nothing but the Words Ads 
Trath and Soberneſs, they juſtly de- I. 25. 
me, and I dare ſay will receive from 
confiderate Men a ſuitable Attention 
Reſpect. Whence then comes it to 

that the Clergy are repreſented by 

be, as an uſeleſs Order, and grievoul] 
rdenſome to the reſt of Mankind? 

im apt to think ſuch Men do not 
Fault with them for not proſecutin 

ir Buſineſs, but for their ſteady Dif 

urge of it. They would be uſeleſs 

ed, were they to ſuffer Men blind- 

[to follow their own capricious Fan- 

„ or purſue without Controul their 

vious Inclinations. The Trouble or 
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Diſturbance, which ſome Wretehes ff 
the Clergy give them, is wholly oce; 
ſioned by their own Follies or Vice 
They, like Felix, are uneaſy, and car 
not bear the Preaching of ſome ug 
grateful Doctrines. But whilſt the Cle 
gy only do their own Duty, and p 
others in Mind of theirs, how unre 
ſonable is it to complain of their | 
poſing upon, or endeavouring to e 
ſlave Mankind? For ſurely as the 8e 
vice of Go Þ is perfect Freedom, 
thoſe, who faithfully inſtruct others 
the due Performance of it, deſerve qui 
another Character. And therefore 
cannot be otherwiſe thought, but th 
ſuch Libertines ſtrike at the Goff 
through the Sides of the Clergy, a 
vilify the Preachers of it upon Accou 
of its Doctrines. But we are not aſha 
ed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is 
Power of God unte Salvation, lo every 
that believeth. 

Now as Faith cometh by Hearing, 
the Apoſtles conſtantly taught and due 
inſtructed all, as they had Opportunit 
in the Goſpel of Go p our Saviou 
And. accordingly. we read of St. Pete 
Preaching on the Day of Pentecoſt, a 
the wonderful Effect of it in the Ce 
verſion of ſo great a Multitude to Cl: 
ſtianity. Immediately after, we f 
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taking Occaſion from the miraculous 

re of an impotent Man, he warmly 
affect ionately preach'd to the Jens, 
Risr Jesus. Which excellent Diſ- 
fe of his met with a very bad Re- 
on among ſome of his bigotted 
tors, whom nothing leſs would ſa- 
than preſent Confinement of the 
oltles, in Order to future Puniſh- 
nt by the Sanhedrim. What Tranſ- 
tons pa ſs'd there, you have an Ac- 
at of at large in this Chapter. But 

kn they were forbidden to {pzak or 

ch in the Name of IEsus, we find 

n returning this Anſwer, Whether Ads iv. 
right in the Sio/t of God, to ** 
pen unto you, more than uno God, 
„ Ver. 19, 
9 

IukEr were ſo fully ſatisfied of the 
penſa ble Neceſſity of propagating 
Goſpel of Citzisr, that neither 
ratnings nor Puniſhments could di- 

t or deter them from it. However, 

t they might not ſeem preſumptu- 
to depend upon their own Strength, 
Preſence of Mind, they fled to Gop 

his Aſſiſtance, and in an humble 

| fervent Prayer, beſought Him to 
it, That with all Boldneſs they might Ver. 29. 
kt his Mord. 

Tyers Petition, which follows, of 
ing a Power to work Miracles, is 
wer neceſſary for us to make, nor 
B 15 
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is it reaſonable for any now to ex 
ſuch extraordinary Gifts; becauſe 
Goſpel has been already ſufficiently e 
bliſhed by Miracles, and atteſted 
ſupported by the ſtrongeſt and cles 
Evidence, But this Petition in the 
is ſuitable to all Times, and fit 
the preſent Miniſters of Cuxrisr 
make. Who; tho? they are not 
to look for any miraculous Aſſiſtan 
yet may conſiſtently with Reaſon 
Religion, pray to Gop, to grant 
them, That with all Bolaneſs the) 
ſpeak his Word, 

IN diſcourſing upon which Wo 
I ſhall 


I. Make an Obſervation or two 
order to explain the meaning ot t| 
And 


IT. Raiss from them a Propoſition 
able to the preſent Occaſion. 


Anv Hirſt, I think it may nc 
amiſs to obſerve, That the Ape 
and firſt Propagators of Chriſta 
uſed vocal and publick Prayers in ! 
religious Aſſemblies. | 

Tuo' they were indued with 
miraculous Gifts of the Holy G 
and adorned with all the ſaving G 
of that bleſſed Spirit, yet they did 

t 
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gk it any Derogat ion to ſuch inward 
is and Graces, to ule the Externals 
religious Worſhip, and pray unto, and 
ile Gop with their Tongues as well 
in their Hearts. I make no Queſtion, 
that they prayed mentally at ſome 
nes; but ſure I am, they did not 
; themſelves up to a contemplative 
xotion only, or an Enthuſiaſtick Spi- 
of Quietiſm. For the Scripture docs 
ndantly teſtify their frequent Ex- 
e of vocal and publick Prayer. In- 
uch that in this ſingle Book of it, 
Aits of the Apoſtles, we have at 
| ren Inſtances of their uſing vocal 
point Prayers. 


i SECOND Obſervation which I 
ud make in Relation to the Subject 
re us is this, viz. That the Practice of 
Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the 
gel was conſtantly agreeable to the 
non in the Text, They did with all 
veſs ſpeak God's Mord. 

Is they were the Servants of the 
g Gop, ſo were they faithful] in 
Diſcharge of their Truſt, truly per- 
bed his Will themſelves, and ſincere- 
zubliſh'd it to others. Indeed Gop 
an indiſputable Right to the Ser- 
of all Mankind, but he has ſelected 
tin a more peculiar mai ner to at- 
upon his Service, and theſe are 
B 2 em- 
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emphatically called, Go p's Servants, 3 

> Cor. iv, even the Servants of his People t 

$. but it is for Je-us's Sake. And th 
fore by thy Servants, mentioned in 
Text, are to be underſtood, not 
promiſcuous Multitude of the t 
converted Chriſtians, but only th 
who were ſet apart to the Miniſtry 
the Goſpel. For the Chriſtians be 
then eight Thouſand in Number 
could not be all in one Houle; 
conſequently only a Part of the H 
dred and Twenty ſpoken of in the 

. Chapter, and which are alſo calledt 

and ir 23. Own Company, are here meant; 
the holy Women who made a | 
of that Number, are not include 
the Petition of the Text; becauſe 
Preaching of Go p's Word was 
allowed to that S-x : For tho? ſom 
them were then indued with the 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 

St. Paul commanded even ſuch to | 
rf or.xIv. Silence in the Churches, and forbadt 

Tim :: to teach. 

11, 12. And that by ſpeaking in the 
is meant the reaching openly the 
trines of the Goſpel, or Preachin 
a publick Manner, appears both | 
re Uſe of the Word in other Plac 
Holy Writ, and from the Scope ot 
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re us. Mh in order to the ſpeedy Nes , 
pagation of the Goſpel, which could 


er be brought about without pub- 
& Preaching of it, and that to nume- 
wAfſemblies,they deſire God to grant, 
with all Boldneſs they may ſpeak his 
bra, 
Now by bis Word, we are to un- 
and all thoſe Doctrines, and ſaving 
uths, which Gop in his infinite Wis- 
m and Mercy revealed unto Mankind 
the Prophets of Old, and by his 
n Jesus CuRIsT, and his Abpoſtles 
Diſciples, who ſpoke as they were 
ſired by the Holy Ghoſt; and who : Tim. 
der the ſame divine Influence and s. 
duct, committed thoſe reveaPd 
fuths to Writing, for ever to remain 
ja perfect Rule of Faith, and a 
mpleat Inſtitution of Manners. And 
the Apoſtles and firſt Propagators of 
r molt holy Religion were guided by 
E unerring Spirit of Truth, fo we John vi. 
We not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt, . 
t that they acted with the greateſt 
tegrity, as well in their Preaching 
| Writings. In both which they 
wed the moſt unreſerved Freedom 
d Sincerity, and did not, as ſome, 
kale the Word of God acrceitfully 
r fillhy Laucre's Sake, Their Do- 
ne, to uſe St. Hilar)'s * Diſtincti- 
on, 
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on; was not Fides Texparuwm, but Et 
geliorum., Hence in any of their 
tings which have come to our Hz; 
we meet with no fordid time. fery 
Tenets, no obſequious Flattery, no 
ctious, or Politick Preaching. They 
along ſolemnly declared that they prez 
Cor i ed not themſelves, that is, aimed 
5. at their own Glory, nor deſigned to { 
any ſiniſter Ends of their own, but t 
preach'd Cux is JEsus the Lob, 
1 Theſf. ſpoke not as pleaſing Men, but God. | 
i-4 for their Simplicity and undiſſemb 
Plainneſs of Speech, they often incy 
the malicious Diſpleaſure of ignorant 
obſtinate Men; who therefore beca 
Gai. iv. their Enemies, becauſe they told th 
16. the Truth. So effeQually did Gop 
ſwer their Requeſt, and enable th 

with all Bolaneſs to ſpeak his Word. 
THEerE is indeed a falſe Boldn 
which diſcovers itſelf in a daring : 
preſumptuous Confidence, and uſus 
terminates in Fool-hardineſs or Im 
dence. But that, here prayed for, 
quite of another Nature. It is W 
the Jews called the Spirit of Fortituc 
a brave and well-grounded Reſolutic 

a prudent and a manly Courage. 
Bur beſides this Senſe of the W. 
Teppnoia, it ſigniſies alſo a Liberty, 
Freedom of Speech, in Oppoſition 
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ſervile Reſtraint: And likewiſe de- 
tes the ſpeaking with Authority. 

Is all which Senſes, it is truly ap- 
able to the firſt Preachers of the Goſ- 
| for they did upon all Occaſions, 
th all Courage, Freedom, and Au- 
rity ſpeak Gop's Word. 

ixp thus having endeavourcd to ex- 
in the meaning of the Text, I hope 
will not be thought improper nor 
uitable to rhe Occaſion of this pre- 
ſolemn Meeting, 


To lay down and eſtabliſh this 
Propoſition, vir. 
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TaaT it is the indiſpenſable Duty 

all thoſe who are ſet apart to the 

rk of the Miniſtry, according to z, iv. 
ir reſpective Powers and Stations, to 12. 

tate the good Example of the firſt 
pagators of Chriſtianity, and with 
Boldneſs to ſpeak God's Word. 

Ino here I ſhall make ſome brief 

marks upon the ſeveral Parts of it, 

l conſider, 


Hit, Ueon whom this Duty lies, 
Thoſe who ar ſet apart tt ohe 

ik of the Miniftry. 

Tao? Preaching be the moſt likely 

proper Means to extend the Tri- 

hs of the Croſs to the Ends of 

| the 
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the Earth, yet is it not committed 
all Chriſtians indifferently, nor by ; 
to be undertaken without a previ 
Call, and a due Authority. And 
thing now can juſtly be eſteemed ſu 
but the being ordained by thoſe 
have a rightful Power to ſend Laboe 
ers into the Loxy's Vineyard, v. 
the Biſhops only have. For they 
ceeded the Apoſtles in all the ordin; 
Parts of their Office, and conſecra 
others in a regular Succeſſion. Tl 
are the higheſt Order of the Chrift 
Prieſthood, which was 1nſtituted 1t 
before the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles, 
confirmed by the uninterrupted Pra 
of the Catholick Church of Cy 1s 
AN abſolute Parity was never he 
of, in the moſt primitive and pu 
Ages of the Church: And even an 
tempt to introduce it, was adjud 
and condemned as an heretical Pray 
St. Jerom himſelf, tho? no great Fri 
to ſome of the Epiſcopal Order, full 
ently avow'd, approv'd, and rect 
mended it in that celebrated Quell 
of his, * Quid facit except Ordinat 


Ano if any now a-days pretend 
ſpecial Call from Heaven, to preach WW 


Goſpel, let them produce wary 
| c 
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e, and prove ſuch an immediate 
mmiſſion, by ſhewing, That they 
indued with the extraordinary and 
nculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
if they fail in this, (as ſure Iam 
will,) they are deſervedly to be 
toned Invaders of that ſacred Office. 
(with reſpect to the Clergy of the 
ch of England, the Saying of Ter- 
u is true, In ed Regull incedunt, quam 
les ab Apoſtolis, Apoſtoli 4 Chriſto, 
lus 4 Deo tradidit. * 

Bur then, tho” all by Virtue of a 
Ordination are impowered to ex- 
e the miniſterial Function; yet it 
It be according to every ones own 
er, and proper Station in the Church. 
any therefore to go beyond the 
nds of their Order, tends to intro- 
tConfuſion ; of which as Gop is not 
uthor, ſo neither can he approve of it. 
No ſo again, tho? a Biſhop, or a 
truly ordained, as fuch, be con- 
ted a Biſhop, or a Prieſt of the 
jerſal Church; yet have they not, as 
apoſtles, an unlimited Commiſhon, 
he Care of all the Churches in the 
nd upon them. Nor can any of the 
opal Order, however dignified with 
Name of Metropolitan, or Patri- 
v rightly claim the Title of Uni- 
"Dr verſal 


M. 
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verſal Biſhop, or Head of the Cat 
lick Church. 

Taxis Duty is only to watch oy 
and feed the particular Flocks, or 
ſpe& the Behaviour of thoſe who 
committed to their Charge, or belt 
to their Juriſdiction. And as to 
Buſy-bodies in other Mens Mat 
even Temporal, is ſeverely prohibit 
ſo doubtleſs it is a heinous Apgray 
on of that Crime, eise nien 
Which I know not how more fit 
render, than by calling it an inſd 
Pretenſion to Power, and a pragm 
cal intermeddling in ſpiritual Aff 
with which others are entruſted, 
over whom we have no Autho 
For as to thoſe, who are inveſted \ 
Apoſtolical Power, and a law{ull 
thority in the Church, or any rig 
deputed by them; we are by no M 
to look upon it as any Pragmat 
neſs in them, to exerciſe ſpiritual 
cipline, to ſet in Order the Things 
are wanting, and to do what may 


proper for the edifying of the Bod 
CHRIST. | 


Secondly, As concerning our ! 
tion of the good Example of the 
Propagators of Chriſtianity, in Pre 
ing the Word of Goo, it ought als 
to be remembred, That other Fours 
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% Man lay, than what is laid by 


wrſed, We therefore are only to 
| upon that Foundation, which is 
wy laid by them. And to this Pur- 
we ſhould always have Recourſe 
the Word of Goo itſelf, and make 
of the beſt Helps for the right Un- 
anding of it. Among which, there 
wo, that moſt deſerve our fcrious 
and Application. And theſe 
comparing the ſeveral Places of 
ture together, and enquiring into 
Senſe of the Primitive Church, 
t any difficult or controverted 
5 of it. 
us Scriptures are all of a Piece, and 
tly conſiſtent with themſelves. And 
tre any obſcure or doubtfull Pal- 
bare beſt expounded by thoſe, which 
where clear and plain. And where 
eral Conſtruction will ſtand, we 
(with the judicious Mr. Hooker, 
the fartheſt from the Letter is com- 
the worſt, 
P15 alſo undeniable, That the Scrip- 
have a certain and determinate 
, at which we cannot more pro- 
come, than by conſulting thoſe 
able Fathers, who lived in the 
and pureſt Ages of the Chriſtian 
C 2 Church. 
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Church. To theſe, as being neareſt 
Fountain of divine Truth, and w 
skill'd in the original Language of 
New Teſtament eſpecially, we ſhould 
ſtantly Appeal, and pay a more thang 
nary Deference. In as much as they 
be allow'd by all impartial Judges 
he unexceptionable Witneſſes of 
ters of Fact, in Relation to Diſcip 
and Worſhip, and of all other unin 
red Writers, the molt likely to del 
to us the true Senſe of Scripture, 
the molt uncorrupted Explication of 
in reſpect of Faith. 

IN the next Place, with what C 
rage, Freedom and Authoriy 
ſhould ſpeak Gop's Word, will, It 
leave to ſay, beſt appear in the fol! 
ing Inſtances. | 

THE Apoſtle has told us, That 
Scripture is profitable for Doctrine, fir 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtradtic 
Righteouſneſs. Upon which Topick! 
we are mainly to inſiſt, ſo I hop 
may not be unſeaſonable to enlary 
little upon them, 


pl 


Firſt then, As to the Dodr 
which we are to believe and teac 
order to eternal Salvation, The SC 
tures ſufficiently furniſh us with ali 
And as we have no Authority to 10 
or inyent any new cnes, fo nei 

| 0 
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pht we artfully to evade, or curtail 
|, which are neceſſary or eſſential. 
the moſt fundamental one is that, 
cerning the Object of our Faith and 
orſhip, and which the Licentiouſneſs, 
the Iniquity of the Times, call up- 
us, in a more eſpecial Manner, to 
dare, defend and vindicate. 

As to the Being of a God, none but 
rofligate ever went about to deny 
All elſe, who had any Share of 
aſon, tho' they were not Chriſti- 
s, conſtantly aſſerted it. But the true 
init y of the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
their Co- eſſentiality with Gop the 
ther, has had more learned Oppo: 
s, and thoſe profeſſing Chriſtianity 
, and even owning the Scriptures 
their Rule of Faith. 

Now if theſe Scriptures aſcribe un- 
the Son, the Creation of all Things 
were made; if they command us 
believe in, to Honour and Worſhip 
Son, even as we Honour the Fa- 


/ 


Satisfaction for the Sins of the 
orld ; then ſurely we have Reaſon to 


the human Nature, which the holy 
us took from the Bleſſed Virgin, 
b not a created Being, made or pro- 
Kd as other Creatures were. 


Axp 
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nk, that the „e, who was united x John ii- 
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John xvi. be ſtilec in Scripture, the eternal g 
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Matth x11. 
32. 

Mark iii. 


29 
Luke xii. 
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AQs v. 

Matthew 
xXviii. 19. 


2 Cor. 
xiii. 14. 


rit, and the Spirit of Truth; if an u 
pardonable Sin may be committed 
gainſt him; and Death was infli& 
for lying to him; then neither can 
imagine him a created Being. 

Is we are commanded to baptize 
to the Name of the Son, and Holy Gh 
as well as that of the Father; if a 
markable Benediction be given in t 
Name of all Three together; if 
find the Divine Attributes aſcribed u 
to them; and even the very Name 
Gov», and that with an Article p 
i'd, (as certainly they have notwit 
ſtanding all the far-fetch'd Criticiſt 
and laboured Conſtructions of ſome 
the contrary,) If, I ſay, theſe Thin 
be ſo, (beſides other Proofs which t 
Time will not permit me to inſiſt 0 
then undoubtedly we have good Grou 
firmly to believe, and upon Occaſi 
preach, and ſtrenuoufly aſſert their tr 
Divinity, or that they are co-eſſent 
with Gop the Father. Nor is the C 
tholick Doctrine of a Trinity in Unit 


tho? truly myſterious, clogged with a 


Abſurdities, as the Arian and Socint 
Schemes againſt it are, For to fay, II 
He who made all Things, and without wi 
nothing was made, that was _ W 

im 
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ſelf a Creature, or made, is a 
tradition in Terms; and to pay 
wine Worſhip to a Creature, is Idola- 


Nog is the true Notion of Fter- 
, aſcrib'd to the Holy Ghoſt, con- 
nt with a Being created in Time, 
bme pretended Criticks, rather than 
ines, ſay; nor can any Sin be real- 
wpardonable, unleſs committed a- 
at Goo. 

Is to all other leſs neceſſary Points, 
which are not Fundamental, I 
nbly think it may be charitably al- 
ed to every one to abound in their 
1 Senſe, provided they diſturb not 
peace of the Church, nor ſchiſma- 
ally break the Unity of it. 
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oral), As to Reproof, or Convicti- 
H Error, which is the proper mean- 
of the Word in this Place: We 
the Scriptures are the only Crite- 
or Touch-i{tone, by which we are 
wdze of, and try all Doctrines, whe- 
they be of Go, or no. And 
lequently thoſe, which have no 
dation there, are to be rejected 


dew-ſangled Notions, and human 
entions. 


— 
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b any then (for Example,) ſhould 
preſum: 
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rit, and the Spirit of Truth; if an u 
pardonable Sin may be committed 
gainſt him; and Death was infliQ 
for lying to him; then neither can 
imagine him a created Being. 

Is we are commanded to baptizej 
to the Name of the Son, and Holy Gh 
as well as that of the Father; if 3 
markable Benediction be given in t 
Name of all Three together; if 
find the Divine Attributes aſcribed u 
to them; and even the very Name 
Gov», and that with an Article p 
i'd, (as certainly they have notwit 
ſtanding all the far - fetch'd Criticiſ 
and laboured Conſtructions of ſome 
the contrary,) If, I ſay, theſe Thin 
be ſo, (beſides other Proofs which t 
Time will not permit me to inſiſt © 
then undoubtedly we have good Groun 
firmly to believe, and upon Occaſi 
preach, and ſtrenuoufly aſſert their tr 
Divinity, or that they are co-eſſent 
with Gov the Father. Nor is the C 
tholick Doctrine of a Trinity in Unit 
thoꝰ truly myſterious, clogged with a 
Abſurdities, as the Arian and Socia. 
Schemes againſt it are. For to ſay, II 
He who made all Things, and without wii 
nothing was made, that was _ W 
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afclf a Creature, or made, is a 
atradiftion in Terms; and to pay 
wine Worſhip to a Creature, is Idola- 


Nox is the true Notion of Fter- 
, aſcrib'd to the Holy Ghoſt, con- 
xt with a Being created in Time, 
ome pretended Criticks, rather than 
ines, ſay; nor can any Sin be real- 
wpardona ble, unleſs committed a- 
oſt Goo. 

As to all other leſs neceſſary Points, 
| which are not Fundamental, I 
nbly think it may be charitably al- 
jd to every one to abound in their 
1 Senſe, provided they diſturb not 
Peace of the Church, nor ſchiſma- 
ally break the Unity of it. 


kcoxdly, As to Reproof, or Convicti- 
o Error, which is the proper mean- 
zof the Word in this Place: We 
the Scriptures are the only Crzte- 
or Touch-{tone, by which we are 
udge of, and try all Doctrines, whe- 
they be of Gon, or no. And 
quently thoſe, which have no 
tion there, are to be rejected 


tew-fangled Notions, and human 
entions. 
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preſume to ſay,* That every Man 
be ſaved by the Law, or Sect, wh 
he profeſſeth, ſo that he be dilig 
to frame his Life according to t 
L1w, and the Light of Nature; 
need only turn to our Bibles, and 
Mall ſoon be convinc'd of the Fa 
hood of it. For there we expte 
John xiv. . That there is Salvation by no 6 
Tokn 3: but eſus Chriſt, and that becauſe 
2 8 2. 306 to 1 Father, but b H 
Rev. v. 9. That He is the Propitiation for the $ 
of the whole World, and that we 
redeemed to Gop by Him, and fa 
by his precious Blood ſhed upon 
Croſs for us; and that thertin is 
vealed the Righteouſneſs of God by F 


alone in Him. 


— „ — — — 


Thiraly, Tu Scriptures are profit 
for Correction, or Reformation of V 
In order to which ſometimes priy 
Admonitions, at others publick Rebu 
are neceſſary. Tho? it be a thank 
Office, to tell People of their Fau 
yet is it ours upon all juſt Occaſic 
ro admoniſh and reprove, as with! 
thority, ſo with Prudence and Gent 
neſs. W hereby I would not be underlic 
to give Countenance to any ſoothit 


— — 


* Artic, XVIII, of the Church of Ergland. 
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bfrning Expreſſions, much leſs ca- 
ug any in their Iniquities. But 
on the other Hand, to draw any 
tin the Garb, or Habit of particu- 
Perſons, in order to expoſe them, 
dbe unſeemly, and an indiſcreet Pro- 
tion of the Honour of the Pulpit. It is 
and ſufficient barely to deſcribe the 
% (tho' that is not always neceſſa- 
jr convenient, ) and to diſſuade Men 
it upon A Account of the Un- 
bnableneſs-of it; and to declare the 
re Threats, and Judgments of Gop 
aſt it; and the Danger, and inecvi- 
Ruin that attends ir. 


h, As God's Word is profitable 
IirafFion in Righteouſneſs, ſo it be- 
ts the Preachers of it to guard a- 
it all ſuch Tenets, as virtually 
tide the moral Law, which our 
bur came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil. 
therefore is not, with the Anti- 
uns, to be magnify'd at ſuch a 
as if it was all in all, or as tho? 
Works were not required, and en- 
by the Goſpel. Nor will the 
lt Share of it ever be accepted of 
Compenſation for the Defett of a 
ar Obedience. On the other Hand, 
nuſt remember, that Chriſtianity 
meer Mcrality, but that a found 


Faith 
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Faith is equally required with a yi 
ous Practice, according to that of 
Paul in his Epiltle to Titus, This 
faithful Saying, and theſe Things J 
that thou affirm conſtantly, that they n 
have beli:ved in God, may be carefu 
maintain good Works: Theſe Things 
good and profitable unto Men, In a We 
the beſt Way to promote Inſ{ru} 
in Righteouſn:ſs, ſeems to be, by 
nifeſting the Naturewak the fey 
Virtues; propoſing the moſt [i 
Means of attaining them; fſhex 
the preſent Motives to them; anc 
claring the future glorious Rewe 
which Go has promiſed to be 
on all, who diligently ſeek and | 
Him. 


AND thus, my REVEREND BRETUN 
I have laid before you my unreſe 
Sentiments, concerning. that very 
nourable and uſeſul Part of cur fa( 
Function, the Office of Preac 
Which I hope, I have done wit 
truly Chriſtian mTajjnoiaz not 4 
matical Spirit, or an Afﬀettation 
imperiouſly dictating to my Betters 
Superiors. And not diſtruſting ycu 
vourable Conſt rut ion of what has 
with fo ingen uous a Deſign, and 
Intention, already delivered; 1 | 
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>» addreſs the ſhort Remainder of 
Diſcourſe to our Brethren of the 


it would be Arrogance, and Pre. 
jon in us, who are appointed 
ſpiritual Guides, to expect an im- 

t Belief, or a blind Obedience from 
ſo would it be equally injurious 
p, and unreaſonable and ſinful too 
jou, not to lend a devour Ear to 
wdly Admonitions, and wholſome 
tions of your true and faithful; 
rs. The Advice therefore of the 
phet Malachi is very excellent, and 
ble to the preſent Caſe; The Prief/s u. ft 
'(ays he) ſhould keep Knowledge, and 7). 
hould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; 
k is the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
Nor are we afraid, but deſirous 
of recommending to your Imita- 
the Example of the noble Bereans; 

I received the Word with all Readi- Ads xvii. 
f Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures 1. 
wether thoſe Things (which even an 

idle Preacher taught) were ſo. 


\ 


2 
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n 
is neither for our Honour, nor 
eſt to have you kept in Ignorance. 
he contrary, we heartily wiſh, 
vould fain perſuade. you to en- 
ur to underſtand, and embrace 
D 2 all 
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and Welfare. 


all ſaving Truths, and conſcientio 
hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 
Faith, and Love, which is in Chriſt Je 
You ought not therefore to blame 
Zeal, nor obſtruct our lawful End 
vours to baniſh from among you 
erroneous Doctrines: And for this v 
End, to difſuade you from follow 


Shot he, yet inwardly they are rave 
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ſuch, who tho' not ſent, come not 
ly in Sheeps, but what (as an ingy 
ous Author obſerves, *) is far 
dangerous, in Shepherd's Cloath 
which how fine and ſoft ſocve 


Wolves. 


Ir a private Admonition ſhould 
thought neceſſary F, you are. by 
Means to look upon the Giver of 
with an evil Eye; but rather eſt 
him very highly in Love, as exp 
ſing his hearty Concern for your G 


Ir any Vice be publickly rebu 
no ſingle Perſon ought, without 
moſt convincing Evidence, to tl 
lumſelf immediately ſtruck at, or 
ry away with him any Relent 


age 


1 
2 
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* 


1 Mr Thirby, © | Bp. Stillingfteti. 


at St. Albans, * 


inſt the Preacher. For beſides, that 
fre are few Congregations, (I fear,) 
dere ſuch kind of Diſcourſes will 
x ſuit with more than one Perſon ; 
ems to me, to be an Argument 
2 conſciouſneſs of Guilt: The true 
mſequence of which ought to be, 
x ſuch a Perſon ſhould look upon 
35 a Call from Heaven, and ſo be 
aken'd, and ſtirr'd up to a ſerious 
epentance. 


Lefly, Wu you hear your 
acher recommending any Virtues, 
w ſhould examine yourſelves, whe- 
er you are poſſeſs'd of them or no. 
you already be; ſuch Diſcourſes 
ay be uſeful to ſtrengthen and con- 
m them, and to animate you in 
ing forward to greater PerfeQtion. 
not; they may imprint on you a 
gious Senſe of your Duty, and ex- 
te you to a vigorous Performance of 


Tyzsz, my. Beloved, are true, and 
oper Methods of Chriſtian Edifica- 
n; which ſurely can never be pro- 
ited by an incoherent Set of Scrip- 
de Phraſes, or falſe Flights of Fan- 
or Enthuſiaſtick Raptures; but by 
der Argument, and plain good Senſe 

NE exactly 
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exactly agreeing with the Truth 
ſelf, 


Now unto the Father, Son, 4 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſo 
and One God, be all Honcu 
and Glory, both Now and 
Ever. Amen. 
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